N ote: The Constitution Investigation Council, which is currently studying the manner in which the Constitution was drafted and adopted and is considering whether it should be revised, has devoted two sessions (December 2,1959 and March 9 ，1960) to the subject of religion. In this issue we are presenting another installment of a slightly abridged and edited translation of the statements made before the Council by the officials and scholars who were asked to relate their experiences and express their opinions in regard to the above subject. Editor.
Meeting on March 9,1960 (Continued) Tctsuji Tale1 I am a responsible officer of ( religious juridical person) Yasukuni* Shrine. This shrine was founded in 1869 as a Spirit Invoking Shrine ( Shokon-shac) at the special request of Em peror Meiji. Yasukuni Shrine, as it was later called, was constructed entirely at national expense in 1872， r>nd after that was under the control of the army. As the army was abolished just prior to the promulgation of the Sliinto Directive, shrine authorities seem to have intended to transfer control to the Imperial Household Ministry.
However, the Shinto Directive was soon promulgated, fol lowed by the Religious Corporations Ordinance; and since Yasukuni Shrine, as well as the Grand Shrine of Ise, was regarded as a religious organization, it has existed until now as a corporation under the Religious Corporations Ordinance till it was founded by the special desire of the Emperor in order that the names of those who gave their lives for the sake of the country might long remain in the field of Musashi® and be consoled for ages to come, we sometimes think that it is not a religious organization in accordance with the provisions of the Religious Juridical Persons Law. However，if it had not become so, it could not have continued to exist. There fore, we were obliged to recognize it as a religious juridical person.
However, in reference to the three items specified in the Religious Juridical Persons Law for a religious organization, we do not find that they are exactly applicable, and we are now carrying on a movement to have the shrine given a special status by the state. Today, however, it is being managed entirely as a private religious juridical person.
After the termination of the war the General Headquarters strictly forbade it to enshrine new spirits and collective en shrinements were suspended.'!' After independence the Sup porters Association ( Hosan K a ib) promoted a nation-wide movement to enshrine new spirits and the spirits of nearly two million victims have been enshrined. contributions, there was a possibility of all the property under the control of the Grand Shrine and Yasukuni Shrine being taken away, in case they did not become religious juridical persons, -that this might have meant that the Americans were trying in every way possible to weaken the characteristic spirit of the Japanese. Today, however, when our country has become independent and the idea of the people has become different from what it was at the time Article 20 of the Con stitution was drafted, this matter should be reconsidered in revising the Constitution. I am sorry to learn that you did not take an attitude of resistance when you were forbidden to observe festivals unless the shrines were made religious juridical persons ; but I know that this was impossible just after defeat.
Today, however, we should not hesitate. I think tliat it is necessary to make it clear that Ise is the place where the Imperial ancestress is enshrined and Yasukuni is where the people who have sacrificed themselves for the sake of the motherland are enshrined, and clearly separate them from re- Tamon Maedaa I too think that it would be a very good thing if the two shrines were to become as you have suggested. However, after they have once been placed in the category of religious juridical persons, there will be great difficulty on this point.
It is my opinion that their religious color may have been enriched. For example, if such things as amulets imply more an element of prayer than of mere respect, they would seem to incline toward being religious organizations, though I don't know much about this subject. If so, however strongly it may be emphasized that they are non-religious and are state institu tions, there would arise much controversy. Therefore, if the religious content is totally eliminated from them and they be come completely establishments of the state _ I doubt the propriety of the word 一 such as a place where the Imperial ancestress is enshrined or, in regard to Yasukuni Shrine, a pantheon so to speak, I think that it would be most reasonable.
In view of the present situation and the history of the past decade more or less, I fear that there may be much difficulty a 前田多門 because they have become religious juridical persons. I would be very grateful if I could hear from Professor Kishimoto from a scientific viewpoint.
Saclakichi Hitotsumatsu
The purport of my question is that unless we provide for exceptions, when the Constituiion in revised it will be impos sible from a legal standpoint to exclude the two shrines from the application of Article 20 of the Constitution simply because we say they should not be religious juridical persons. Since the Diet L the supreme organ of the state, if, for example, we make a law providing for exceptions and make the his torical background clear that we reluctantly accepted this article because of our defeat in war, revising the Constitution to provide for an exception in Article 20 will be easier after public opinion has been greatly enligntened. It is in this sense that I am asking the question.
Tamon Maeda I understand. However, I can say nothing about revision of the Constitution, because I have not studied it carefully.
Hideo Kishimoto
To tell the truth, I touched upon this problem at the general meeting on December 12th. I am afraid of repeating myself, but I will mention it again.
Because of the problem of revising the Constitution, the subject seems to be divided into two parts. Leaving aside the question of revision for a moment, I will discuss whether Shinto is a religion. In regard to the General Headquarters it was said that, although Shinto was not a religion, because this country was defeated, Shinto was said to be a religion.
If this is the problem it is rather simple. I think, however, that the problem is not so simple. Take for a moment the alto gether different example which was mentioned once before.
Imagine that there is an animal which cannot be positively identified as either a human being or a monkey. Decision as to the biological problem of which of these two categories this natural phenomenon belongs has priorty over the constitu tional interpretation. After first hearing the opinion of biolo gists, it should be decided from a constitutional viewpoint whether it is better to regard it as a human being or as a monkey. I think that same question arises in regard to Shinto and religion. In case of the Grand Shrine, the question is how many persons pray for the solution of human problems by visiting and worshipping it. Traditionally in shrine circles there has been the idea that Shinto does not pray for private matters, but only for public affairs.
Therefore, we are told, that
Shinto is not a religion, lh is idea, however, does not seem to be held in the world of our studies. For we do not think that this is a distinguishing point in determining whether a phenomenon is religion or not. In a broad sense a public matter is also one's own private problem. For example, is it reasonable to say that some one has no religion because lie only prays regarding public matters ? Shrine Shinto in general oi is a very specific type, but it is not conceivable that it is not a religion.
. '
From the viewpoint of the third category, however, when special weight is given to the point of ultimately solving by some means or other the problems of human beings, a certain specific something of Japanese Shinto attains special existence as a religion. For Shinto attaches importance to enshrining the kami. It only enshrines. It is not inclined to interfere very much in the problems of human beings. Therefore, in a sense, it looks lightly upon the solution of human problems.
In this sense Shinto is a religion with, a special character. In the case o£ the Grand Shrine of Ise, what is the real situation ?
Suppose eight hundred thousand worshippers in a million have a concern for human problems in some sense or other, then it may be said that it has a rather strong religious character.
We suppose that such a problem will occur in regard to Ise.
In the case of Yasukuni such an inclination may be weaker.
In this case the real condition is not clarified unless the actual situation is considered in more detail. The ratio would pro bably be three to seven. Therefore in case of Yasukuni it is necessary to study more regarding its religious character. When we study how these are compatible with each other, we find that the people are automatically registered as members of the Protestant church as soon as they are born. However, when the people who grow up to the age of discretion, that is, seventeen or eighteen years, if they want to convert to another religion, the only thing they need to do is to report to a competent government office that they have given up the state religion. Simultaneously they become free. 
Oishi
Therefore the point is whether from the standpoint of the Constitution religion should be viewed from a different angle than religion conceived apart from the Constitution.
When this goes too far, the idea occurs that in the Constitu tion it may be possible to recognize a monkey as a man. I
am afraid that such a problem might arise if the Constitution
were to determine what is and is not religion.
Therefore, this may be a problem of policy. It may be a problem o£ policy that the Constitution should or should not recognize something as a re lig io n ...........
Kishimoto
As for me, it may be a problem of ( deciding the) principle prior to policy. Almost all the expenses were financed by the gifts of the people. In so far as public order and good manners are not violated, I don't think there is any reason why it is necessary to prohibit the people from receiving amulets or from ob serving rites by means of offering sacred dances to the Grand Shrine and other shrines.
THE CONSTITUTION AND RELIGION
Note : In regard to the statement on page 315 to the effect that Yasukuni Shrine was forbidden by the General Headquarters to observe any collective enshrinements, it should be noted that in Novenber, 1945，a collective enshrinement was held at Yasukuni Shrine which enshrined all the ward ead who had died prior to September 2,1945, and had not been enshrined. Because of the destruction of all records this was done without the actual listing names which took place later. The Emperor, many high Japanese military dignitaries, and several officers oi the American Occupation were present. Subsequently there were enshrinements in a number of prefectures, but there was an understanding be tween Yasukuni Shrine and Religions Division, Civil Information and Education Section, that there would be no more enshrine ments at Yasukuni during the Occupation. Otherwise the regular festivals proceeded without interruption. It should be obvious to any observer that, had such enshrinements been held, they would have drawn attention to the shrine, and undoubtedly created dif ficulties among the allies which might have resulted in some drastic action. This does not mean that Religious Division was protecting the shrine. It was not. But, pending a final decision as to its disposition, it seemed best to officials concerned that there should be no further mass enshrinements. W .P.W , --to be continued -
